
                      

 

CALL FOR COURSE PROPOSALS FOR THE  

CEU SUMMER UNIVERSITY 2024  

The Summer University (SUN) of the Central European University (CEU) announces a call for course proposals for its summer 
school program held in Budapest, July 1 – July 31, 2024 

Cooperation partner: Open Society University Network (OSUN) with the philanthropic support of the Open Society 
Foundations (OSF) 

We encourage course teams to create new partnerships between CEU and their academic and professional institutions, 
networks, foundations, and interested sponsors supporting their fields. 

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION 

The Summer University (SUN) of CEU is the extension of the university’s mission of promoting research, teaching, and social 
engagement by hosting high-level, research-oriented, interdisciplinary, and innovative academic courses in the social sciences 
and the humanities as well as workshops on policy issues and professional development. The short, intensive courses, 
developed and taught collaboratively by teams of distinguished international scholars (including faculty of CEU and OSUN 
partner institutions), experts and practitioners, are aimed at global audiences including advanced undergraduates, graduate 
students, junior or post-doctoral researchers, junior faculty, and professionals. The teaching teams' joint expertise is shared 
with participants in a comparative framework during the summer courses. 

SUN offers a platform for debate, collaboration and innovation across the sectors of higher education, policy, practice, and 
activism, and builds stronger and more durable linkages at the peer and institutional levels. SUN courses cater to the various 
needs of academic and professional development in the social sciences and humanities across a wide spectrum of disciplines. 
These include anthropology, cognitive science, comparative religion, cultural heritage, environmental sciences, gender studies, 
history, environmental sciences and policy, international relations, cultural, legal, media and medieval studies, mediation, 
philosophy, political science, public policy, sociology, etc. The program encourages topics in emerging fields and subjects of 
global significance. Courses supported by OSUN typically address OSUN Themes.  

Past SUN courses addressed topical issues: inequalities, conflict resolution, interethnic relations, migration, nationalism and 
transnationalism, globalization, human rights, climate change and sustainability, urban development, Romani identities, 
religion and politics, use of geospatial technologies for environmental decision and policymaking, among others. A segment of 
courses aimed to develop innovative curricula and pedagogical approaches in traditional disciplines, including medieval 
studies, philosophy, music, and arts. The courses combine the focus on general theoretical frameworks and approaches to 
research and application embedded in the context of the countries/regions the course participants come from. 

The program builds on CEU's recognized academic excellence regional expertise and resources, enhanced by the diverse 
global network of OSUN partners, and provides space for academic networking between junior and senior scholars from a 
wide range of institutions and discipline areas, often with long-term outcomes such as collaborative research and teaching 
projects, joint publications, civic engagement projects, etc. 

The SUN program is based in Budapest, CEU’s original home, thus supporting its commitment to maintaining a vibrant free 
space for exchange, debate, and collaboration, continuous access of academic partners globally to its state-of-the-art campus 
and resources, and active engagement with civil society, intellectual and artistic community partners. Wherever possible, the 
courses take advantage of the Budapest location through engagement with local scholars, visiting sites and organizations 
relevant to the course topic, and taking the participants on field trips where they receive first-hand experiences on the issues 
the course is exploring. 

Since 2020, the CEU Summer University program has been integral to the Open Society University Network and aims to serve 
the themes- and skills-building needs of OSUN faculty, staff, and students benefitting from the generous support of the Open 
Society Foundations to developing the courses and enabling the diverse cohorts of participants through a scholarship scheme 
available to the participants from low-resource contexts.  

HISTORY & KEY FACTS – TO UPDATE 

To multiply the impact of CEU's mission, the summer program was launched in 1996. Since the inception of the program, 
twenty-five summer schools held from 1996 to 2022 offered 490 courses. Until 2023, the program received 35,700 applications; 
11,800 participants attended, and 3,200 faculty taught in its courses. The average number of countries represented in any 
given course is 10-15, ensuring the truly and uniquely international nature of the program. 

https://opensocietyuniversitynetwork.org/
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/
https://opensocietyuniversitynetwork.org/about/members/
https://opensocietyuniversitynetwork.org/about/members/
https://opensocietyuniversitynetwork.org/about/themes/


CEU SUMMER UNIVERSITY - CALL FOR PROPOSALS  2023 

 

2 

 

Participants enrolled in the program so far represent over 150 different countries ranging from East and Central Europe and 
the former Soviet Union to countries of Asia, Africa, North and South America. The majority of the past participants are graduate 
students, junior faculty, and researchers; the courses also draw professionals: government officials, independent experts, NGO 
workers, artists, and activists. The gender distribution tends to be 60% female and 40% male. Faculty members have come to 
teach courses from close to 90 different countries. 

COURSE TYPES 

Courses typically last one or two (consecutive) weeks. Based on the CEU credit hour system, each course has a teaching load 

of 24 hours (1,200 minutes) per week of classroom work, complemented by independent reading and extracurricular activities. 

The program offers the following type of courses: 

 
(1) research-focused/intensive collaborations co-led by CEU and OSUN partner faculty, with the involvement of further 
invited faculty and experts. Courses are collaboratively developed and delivered in partnerships among academics and 
professionals from institutions in the Global South and the Global North;  
 
(2) policy, professional, and community-oriented programs/courses; 
 
(3) skills-oriented training courses; and 
 
(4) courses that contribute to ongoing OSUN educational and curricular initiatives (such as certificate programs and 
network collaborative courses) that advance curriculum planning, enhancement, and pedagogical experimentation within 
these programs.  

FEES AND COSTS 

The standard participation costs, excluding travel, are the following in EUR: 
 
 One-week 

course 
Two-week course 

Tuition fee in EUR (varies by course) * 300 550 

Accommodation (single room: 42 
EUR/night in the Residence Center) 

252 546 

Living expenses in EUR 200-250 300-350 

* Fees for institutions can be set at a higher rate. 

Financial aid for course participants 

 
Scholarships and tuition waivers 
 
OSUN Scholarships (full or partial) 
The following applicants are eligible for an OSUN scholarship covering their costs fully or partially such as tuition, travel 
(including visa), housing, and a living stipend: 

• Currently enrolled students and employees of OSUN member institutions. Participants from OSUN institutions in the 
global South will be prioritized in the selection for the scholarships. 

• Applicants affiliated with an academic institution/organization in the Global South and living, studying, or working 
there.  

 
Tuition Waivers 

• CIVICA scholarships 
             A full tuition waiver is available for currently enrolled students of CIVICA member universities. 
 

• Hungarian Colleges for Advanced Studies 
             Students at Hungarian Colleges for Advanced Studies ("Szakkollégium") are eligible for a full tuition waiver.  
 
In addition, the SUN program may award a few full or partial tuition waivers to outstanding applicants recommended by the 
course director/s (max.15-20 percent of the total number of enrolled participants). 
 
 
Other scholarships 
Some courses may offer further types of scholarships or financial aid provided by CEU and other universities, NGOs, donor 
agencies, etc. Such additional funding opportunities will be discussed with course directors and listed in the Financial 

https://opensocietyuniversitynetwork.org/about/members/
http://www.fc-ssc.org/en/partnership_program/south_south_countries
https://www.civica.eu/who-we-are/about-civica
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Information document on the respective course web pages when the course program opens to applications. Course 
proposals should contain information about any possible external funding that the course directors plan to draw on to support 
diverse cohorts of participants who may require financial assistance to attend SUN.  
 

APPLICATION GUIDELINES 

Courses funded by OSUN 

OSUN, with OSF philanthropic support, provides funding that covers core course development and faculty costs and several 
scholarships allocated for each course proposed to OSUN. This funding (see the one–week and two-week sample budgets) 
will  

- support the development of courses conceived in partnership between CEU and OSUN faculty addressing the broadly 
defined thematic and programmatic priorities of OSUN and CEU SUN, and 

- provide competitive scholarships to participants affiliated with OSUN partner institutions, and applicants from the Global 
South to attend SUN courses.  

The OSUN-CEU SUN course should be convened by a CEU faculty or staff member and a counterpart(s) from an OSUN 
partner university(ies) and have clear relevance to OSUN’s and CEU SUN’s mission. 

OSUN’s themes of priority within the broad fields of social sciences, humanities, and liberal arts are as follows: 

o Democratic Practice 
o Sustainability and Climate 
o Inequalities 
o Human Rights 
o Global Justice 
o Arts and Society 
o Global Public Health 

Further details about OSUN collaboration opportunities are available here. 
 
A subset of SUN courses will be specific to CEU’s commitment to promote research, teaching, critical debate and social 

engagement in illiberal contexts. Based at CEU’s Budapest site, SUN aims to support the research, teaching, and local and 

regional outreach of CEU’s other Budapest-based units, including, but not limited to, the Democracy Institute, Institute of 

Advanced Studies, Vera and Donald Blinken Open Society Archives. SUN especially welcomes course proposals from these 

units and their partners that aim to critically rethink open society, revitalize its intellectual foundations, and equip it with 

resilient force in the face of challenges to liberal democracy worldwide. In the current global climate, this implies a 

research focus on illiberalism in a comparative perspective via a concerted and coordinated effort to understand its sources, 

trajectories, appeal, practices, and spread in different parts of the world.  

External (non-OSUN or non-CEU) funding sources 

Proposal authors are encouraged to supplement their core budget wherever possible in case their needs exceed the budget. 
Seeking external funding is encouraged in the following expenditure categories: 

  Contribution to course costs (honoraria and/or travel and/or accommodation of faculty and social programs) 
 

 Scholarships for participants  
 

a. Applicants' home institutions (e.g., travel grants for Ph.D. students and faculty from departments) 
b. Establishing an institutional partnership between CEU and another university, research institute, or international 

organizations (our current and previous partners include the Council of Europe, UNDP, International IDEA, etc.) 
c. European Union research projects 

SUN can be part of a consortium for performing the task of dissemination of research results of an EU research project. 
d. Foundations supporting research, and /or summer schools (e.g., Volkswagen, Friedrich Ebert Stiftung, etc.) 

 
The SUN office is ready to assist with the preparation of joint applications for funding where needed. Proposal authors can 
contact Eva Gedeon, SUN Director to discuss possible funding schemes during the proposal preparation phase. 

Course directors’ role 

Each course is convened and led by a course director (or in collaboration with one or two co-directors), who is (are) responsible 
for the academic content and the organization of the course. As each course is allotted its own budget, they are the budget 

https://summeruniversity.ceu.edu/sites/default/files/2023-03/Sample%20budget_1-week_2024.xlsx
https://summeruniversity.ceu.edu/sites/default/files/2023-03/Sample%20budget_2-week_2024.xlsx
https://summeruniversity.ceu.edu/sites/default/files/2022-03/OSUN%20SUN%20proposals%20-priorities-2023.pdf
mailto:gedeone@ceu.edu
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administrators as well. Detailed final budgets will be prepared by the SUN office staff in cooperation with the course director/s 
during the course confirmation process. 

Faculty 

Composition 

The course director recruits an international team of co-teachers, who design the course content, the syllabus, the reading 
lists, etc. in close cooperation. Holding a Ph.D. is a minimum requirement for faculty with research-format courses. The course 
teams are expected to aim for diversity in terms of their geographical, institutional, and disciplinary background. Preferably, 
they are composed of an even mix of  
 

• outstanding scholars and/or practitioners from the Global North and the Global South 
 

• CEU and non-CEU-based faculty 
 

Interested applicants outside CEU are strongly encouraged to contact CEU faculty and staff whose work is 
relevant to the proposed course early in the course development process about the possible collaborative design 
and co-convening of the course. One of the important criteria in the selection of the course proposals by the CEU 
Summer University Board is how the summer course contributes to the academic interests and advancement of 
CEU faculty and departments. 
 

Course proposals submitted for OSUN funding are expected to be co-designed in collaboration between CEU and OSUN 

counterparts, who may invite further faculty and experts outside OSUN network as necessary. Within OSUN teams, a 

South-North balance is strongly encouraged. 

Number of teachers 

Ideally, a one-week course is envisaged to be taught by 4-5 core faculty members. One or two, preferably local, guest speakers 
can also be added if necessary and the budget can cover it. A longer course (with eight, nine, or ten teaching days) may invite 
additional core faculty. Deviation from this proposed format is possible in well-justified cases and when the budget allows for 
a larger team. 

Expected length of stay/level of involvement 

Courses are typically team-taught, and faculty should expect to participate in class discussions outside of their own sessions 
and be available to the participants for the entire period of their stay, including out-of-class consultations and extracurricular 
activities. If their schedule does not allow for this, some faculty can be funded to participate only in a part of the course. 

Course administration 

Course directors can hire a coordinator to help with administrative tasks as the budget permits. The SUN Office is responsible 
for the overall organization of the courses in terms of recruitment, processing applications, taking care of travel and housing 

arrangements, etc.   

Teaching mode 

Pre-course engagement 

Each course has an interactive site designated for it, where each participant and faculty member can create their profile and 
post distance learning materials, readings, and pre-course assignments, hold electronic seminar discussions and circulate 
messages before and during the course.  

During the summer course 

In addition to the academic quality of the course, one of the major contributors to its success is the variety of teaching methods 
it employs. Course proposal authors are encouraged to include a broad range of teaching methods, such as lectures, intensive 
reading seminars, discussions, individual and group projects, presentations, field trips, etc., thus avoiding lectures being the 
dominant medium for teaching. SUN courses aim to provide a model in terms of course design and methodology as well by 
exposing participants to a diversity of teaching methods they could adopt and experiment with within their own teaching. 
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Teaching mode – in-person and online 

SUN is designed as a fully residential immersive experience. We anticipate that the post-pandemic recovery allows us to hold 
fully residential courses, with faculty and participants engaging in person, with observance of safety measures actual at the 
time. The summer school does not promote a hybrid mode combining online and offline teaching, but occasional presenters, 
the scope of whose contribution does not require an in-person presence, may join sessions online, on CEU’s Zoom platform. 
 

HOW TO APPLY? 

Option I 

Two-stage submission process with a simplified first stage and the provision of more materials in the second stage once 
the proposal has passed the first one. 

1. Submission of a draft (or concept) proposal, deadline: May 3, 2023 

Proposal authors are invited to submit a preliminary draft to Eva Gedeon by email with a brief description of the course concept 

(up to 2 pages/1,200 words), including: 

• planned length of the course 

• tentative title of the course and a brief description, including the list of the main topics 

• a short explanation of how the course contributes to SUN's and/or OSUN’s mission, its contribution to the ongoing or 

newly planned OSUN program and/or the academic development of CEU faculty/units 

• an indication of what funding is expected (e.g., CEU-OSUN or other external funding); approximately how much the 

course requests 

• a faculty list with brief bios 

2. Feedback on draft proposals, deadline: May 30, 2023 

The CEU Summer University Board and the OSUN Committee (for proposals seeking OSUN funding) will review draft 
proposals and decide to: 

a) invite a full submission (which does not guarantee final approval) 

b) reject the draft proposal if it is not in line with SUN’s or OSUN’s mission, or CEU’s institutional goals with SUN described in 
the Call for Proposals. 

3. Submission of the complete course proposal, deadline: July 1, 2023 

Option II 

One-stage submission of new full proposals, deadline: July 1, 2023 

If a proposal author does not wish to take advantage of the two-stage process and receive feedback from the CEU Summer 
University Board before submitting the complete proposal, the first stage of sending a draft proposal can be skipped. Full 
(single-staged) proposals should be submitted by July 1, 2023.  

Option III 

One-stage submission of repeat full proposals, deadline: August 14, 2023 

Repeat courses are requested to submit a one-stage full proposal by August 14, 2023. 

REQUIRED DOCUMENTS FOR SUBMISSION OF THE COMPLETE COURSE PROPOSAL 

Each complete course proposal should contain the following: 
 

1. PROPOSAL 

• Statement of Purpose (1 page) 

• Pre-requisites for the course  

• Course overview (download template) 

• A short statement about the proposed ways of performance evaluation and expected course outcomes 

• Indication of potential interest from the target audience 

mailto:gedeone@ceu.edu
https://summeruniversity.ceu.edu/sites/default/files/2021-04/03-Course%20Overview%20template.docx
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• A short statement about gender equity 

• Repeat proposals (if applicable) 
 
2. SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS 

• Proposal summary datasheet I (download template) 

• Faculty datasheet II (download template) 

• Faculty CVs and letters of intent (download template) 

• Tentative budget (download a one-week or two-week sample budget for OSUN-SUN proposals (USD) 

1. PROPOSAL 

Statement of Purpose (1 page) 

 Course rationale, aims, and objectives 
 Addressing the OSUN and SUN mission and priorities  
 Benefits for CEU (how the course can help contribute to the academic and /or professional development of CEU 

faculty members and its units 

Pre-requisites for the Course/Target Audience  

The course intends to bring together XXX. We envisage that the course could be of interest for: 

• XXX 
 

As a prerequisite for the course, participants need to demonstrate XXX. 

Course Overview 

Daily Schedule (download template) 
 
Bibliography 

A list of articles and books used by faculty in designing the course. This list may be used as recommended or 
background reading for participants. 

Performance Assessment/Expected Outcomes 

By the end of the summer course, participants will (xxxx learning outcomes) 
 
Assessment of the participants’ work will be based on:  
e.g.: 
 

• class participation and discussion of readings 

• case studies-home assignments presented 

• consultations with faculty 
 
All participants receive a certificate of attendance upon successful completion of the course. In order to gain this 
certificate, participants will be expected to attend and actively participate in all classes and complete assignments 
required by the course. In addition, all SUN courses will issue ECTS credits (typically 1 credit per week). 

Potential Interest by Target Audience 

Aside from the SUN and OSUN standard advertisement channels, the project would be advertised through xxx 

A statement about gender equity 

(in line with CEU’s “Policy on gender equity at academic events and summer schools”) 
 

Course organizers should be attentive to the need to address gender equity when the invited speakers for an event are 
selected and should include a section addressing this issue by stating either 
 
a) that the invited speakers have a good balance of male and female speakers, or  

https://summeruniversity.ceu.edu/sites/default/files/2023-03/01-DATASHEET%20I%20-%20Course%20summary%20data.docx
https://summeruniversity.ceu.edu/sites/default/files/2021-04/02-DATASHEET%20II%20-%20Faculty%20data.docx
https://summeruniversity.ceu.edu/sites/default/files/2022-03/04-Letter-of-intent-2023_0.docx
https://summeruniversity.ceu.edu/sites/default/files/2023-03/Sample%20budget_1-week_2024_0.xlsx
https://summeruniversity.ceu.edu/sites/default/files/2023-03/Sample%20budget_2-week_2024.xlsx
https://summeruniversity.ceu.edu/sites/default/files/2023-03/03-Course%20Overview%20template.docx
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b) explain how efforts were made and why such a balance could not be achieved 
 
Course organizers are encouraged to consult appropriate sources for advice on how to achieve gender balance at 
academic events. (For example, http://feministphilosophers.wordpress.com/2011/03/26/how-to-avoid-a-gendered-
conference/  or http://forgenderequityatconferences.blogspot.hu/2012/09/q.html) 

Repeat proposals  

Repeat proposals without any major change in faculty or content should contain an additional statement presenting a 
strong academic argument about why the same course should be held again. Please highlight revisions to the course 
content (topics, bibliography, resources, etc.), faculty composition, methodology, etc. 

2. SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS 

Proposal summary datasheets 

• Datasheet I – Summary of course details (download template) 

• Datasheet II – Faculty information (download template) 

Faculty CVs and letters of intent 

• CV and publication list   
CVs should not be longer than 2-4 pages, publication lists should contain selected publications, e.g., from the 
past 10 years, or the 10 most important ones, etc. 

• letter of intent (download template) 
 

Tentative Budget  

Download a one-week or a two-week sample budget for OSUN-SUN proposals (USD) 
We will help proposal authors prepare a tentative budget during the course application process to see how the costs of 
the proposed course can be covered. Please contact Eva Gedeon to discuss the budget. 

REVIEW AND SELECTION 

1. Submission of proposals  

Two-stage submissions: 

- Draft proposals:  May 3, 2023 
- Final proposals: July 1, 2023 

 
One-stage submissions: 

- Full proposals: July 1, 2023 
- Repeat courses: August 14, 2023 

 
Applications should be sent by email to Éva Gedeon, SUN Director, SUN Office in Word and Excel format. 
 

2. Review and selection 

- Draft proposals will be reviewed by the CEU Summer University Board and an OSUN Selection Committee by May 30, 2023 
and feedback provided to the authors. 
- Final proposals will be reviewed by external evaluators and the SUN Board which will consider the quality and relevance to 
the mission and stated priorities of the summer program and CEU’s institutional goals (see the selection criteria below). An 
OSUN committee will review the proposals that seek OSUN’s financial support and provide its opinion to the SUN Board. The 
SUN Office and OSUN Secretariat may contact proposal authors for further information or to make recommendations.  

3. Notification 

All proposal authors will receive notification about the results of the review and selection via e-mail. Notification of selection 
will take place by the end of October 2023. 
 

CRITERIA FOR SELECTION 

In selecting proposals, the SUN Board will take into consideration: 

http://feministphilosophers.wordpress.com/2011/03/26/how-to-avoid-a-gendered-conference/
http://feministphilosophers.wordpress.com/2011/03/26/how-to-avoid-a-gendered-conference/
http://forgenderequityatconferences.blogspot.hu/2012/09/q.html
https://summeruniversity.ceu.edu/sites/default/files/2023-03/01-DATASHEET%20I%20-%20Course%20summary%20data_0.docx
https://summeruniversity.ceu.edu/sites/default/files/2021-04/02-DATASHEET%20II%20-%20Faculty%20data.docx
https://summeruniversity.ceu.edu/sites/default/files/2022-03/04-Letter-of-intent-2023_0.docx
https://summeruniversity.ceu.edu/sites/default/files/2023-03/Sample%20budget_1-week_2024_0.xlsx
https://summeruniversity.ceu.edu/sites/default/files/2023-03/Sample%20budget_2-week_2024.xlsx
mailto:gedeone@ceu.edu
mailto:gedeone@ceu.edu
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• Experience and expertise of the proposed faculty 

Holding a Ph.D. is a minimum requirement for faculty of research-format courses. Preference will be given to proposals 
that include internationally recognized, outstanding scholars in their fields. 

• The proposal’s added value to CEU and OSUN and its alignment with the program mission and priorities outlined 
in the Call 

• Proposals shall show relevance to the priorities and ongoing initiatives of OSUN and CEU. Preference will be given to the 
proposals that demonstrate the course’s contribution to the academic and professional advancement of CEU departments 
and units, and/or contribute centrally to the existing and planned OSUN initiatives. Interdisciplinary and innovative 
approaches 

We strongly encourage proposals that demonstrate an interdisciplinary approach, offer fresh insight into current research, 
and present innovative course design and pedagogy. 

• Quality of the course overview (relevance, coherence, etc.)  

The authors are advised to submit a detailed and concrete overview of the course (even if tentative at the stage of 
selection), based on which the proposal evaluators can make an informed assessment of the proposed course. 

• A balanced composition of the teaching team 

As relevant to the course subject and scope, preference is given to applications that propose a teaching team that 
represents a diverse and dynamic mixture of scholars/experts from the Global South and the Global North, who are 
sensitive to and knowledgeable about the specific needs and problems of the regions from where the participants come. 
Balanced gender composition is also an important expectation. 

• Sound pedagogical approach 

Proposals should employ a variety of teaching methods relevant to the nature of the course and the subject of study and 
be designed in a student-centered manner. 

• Supplementary external funding 

Preference is given to proposals that, in addition to conforming to all other requirements of the program can bring 
supplementary funding to the OSUN-CEU SUN base budget and/or are able to attract significant numbers of self-funded 
participants. 


