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Actors or Structures?
Obstacles to Stabilization of New Democracies

Course DIRECTOR: Andrds Boziéki (CEU, Budapest)

RESOURCE PERSONS: Jvdn Csaba (CEU, Budapest), Andrds Bozéki (CEU,
Budapest), Jozsef Biriez (Rutgers University, New Jersey), Ldszls Brusz:(CEU,
Budapest), Helena Flam (University of Leipzig), Béla Greskovits (CEU,
Budapest), Jirgen Kocsk (Wisscnschaftskollcg Berlin), Scort Mainwaring
(Kellogg Institute), Akos Réna-Tas (UC San Diego), Judit Sindor (CEU,
Budapest), George Schipflin (London School of Economics), Jirina Siklovd
(Charles Universicy, Prague), Alfed Stepan (CEU, Budapest), fudn Szelényi
(UC Los Angeles), Gdbor Toka (CEU, Budapest)
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Purpose of the Course:

There is currently a great debace abour the preconditions of democracy, particularly becween “minimaliscs”
and “maximalists,” who understand democracic transicion and consolidacion differendy. Parallel co this
debare, buc noc independenc of ir, there is a discussion abour the main determinants of regime change,
Medernization, dependency and world-system cheories originally tended to emphasize the determining role
of given structures. Inscitutionalists and cransicion theorists, however, stressed che importance of elites in
creating and changing structures. (The members of chese elices ame parcly from the former opposition,
pardy from the younger, more cechnocracic represencacives of the former communise party.) In the present
post-transition period of East Central Europe, the debate is far from being over and, after che period of rapid
political change, social scientists again tend o bring given social structures back in. The participancs in this
course will study chis problem, wich special accencion given to the stabilizacion of new democracies,

Course Description:
This 3-week course will consist of three parts:

Week 1: (20 hours) Meanings of Transition, Consolidation, Restricted and Full Democracy. The nature and the
chief acrors in cransformartive politics, the role of che eljtes. (Bozéki, Bruszr, Szelényi, Schépflin)

Week 2: (40 hours) Empirically-oriented lectures and seminarsin 2 groups of 15, in politics and economics
from a comparative perspecave. (Greskovits, Csaba, Réna-Tas in economics; Flam, Téka, Silkovd and Sindor
in politics)

Week 3: (20 hours) Actors vs. Structures from theoretical and comparactive viewpoints for the encire group.
The limits of institucionalism on the basis of Latin American cases. Choosing institutions, choosing eco-
nomic policies. (Bbrécz, Mainwairing, Scepan)

12 hours are reserved for special evening leccures given by invited professors. (Tocal; 92 hours)

Course Dates: Application Deadline:
July 2-23, 1996 = 996
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