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BRIEF COURSE DESCRIPTION
This summer school focuses on moral responsibility as a central problem of philosophical ethics and
metaphysics. It also explores the relationship between responsibility and other important philosophical
concepts such as agency, freedom, blame, moral luck, emotions, punishment, character and institutional
action. By considering different aspects of responsibility, this course seeks to show why responsibility matters
and how much really turns on our perception of ourselves as responsible beings.
The three main questions about moral responsibility that the course will seek to answer are the following:
i.
ii.
iii.

Under what conditions can someone be said to be a morally responsible agent?
Do human beings satisfy these conditions (i.e. are they morally responsible agents)?
What are the normative implications of being a morally responsible agent?

The course will be divided into two parts:
The first part is devoted to the metaphysics of moral responsibility and will therefore be concerned with
various answers to questions (i) and (ii), including a range of classical as well as more recent incompatibilist
and compatibilist approaches.
The second part of the course will concentrate on responsibility as an ethical and general normative concept
and will therefore center on question (iii)
This summer school encourages applications from graduate students, junior faculty and researchers at
departments of philosophy, political science and legal theory. Undergraduates without a university degree will
not be considered. The course will be most suitable for participants who have pursued or intend to pursue
independent research on some aspect of the subject. Students and researchers interested in cognate areas of
metaphysics, ethics, legal theory and political theory (e.g. theories of causation, rationality, agency, distributive
justice, egalitarianism, criminal law, etc.) can also benefit from the course
Central European University's summer school (CEU SUN), established in 1996, is a program in English for graduate
students, junior or post-doctoral researchers, teachers and professionals. It offers high-level, research-oriented, interdisciplinary
academic courses as well as workshops on policy issues for professional development, taught by internationally renowned scholars
and policy experts (including CEU faculty). Application from all over the world is encouraged. Financial aid is available.
Application deadline: February 15, 2010
For further academic information on the course and on eligibility criteria and funding options
please visit the web site at
http://www.summer.ceu.hu/aspects
CEU Summer University
P.O. Box: Budapest 5, P.f.: 1082, H-1245
(36 1) 327 3811, Fax: (36-1) 327-3124
E-mail: summeru@ceu.hu
Skype: ceu-sun
Apply online: http://apply.embark.com/nondegree/ceu
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